68                                        Occupations
Building and agriculture were the only other main industry groups
in the Area in 1937 in which the proportion of people engaged was
significantly larger than the national average.1
The exceptional position of building is, of course, due to the
growth of the city and thus mainly to the development of the motor
industry.   The percentage of workers in the building industry in
1931 was 6-6 in Oxford and 4-5 in England and Wales, whereas in
1937 11-7 per cent, of the insured workers in the Survey Area were
employed in the building industry, as against 6-8 per cent, in Great
Britain as a whole.2 In the period 1925-37 the number of insured
employees (16-64) in the building industry in Great Britain increased
by 43 per cent., that is by considerably more than the increase in all
insured workers.   The development in the Survey Area was even
more rapid and the number of insured building workers (16-64)
grew from 2,970 in 1925 to 4,652 in 1937, an increase of 56 per cent.
The insured workers engaged in agriculture (including all forms
of gardening) in the Survey Area in 193 7 accounted for 7-4 per cent, of
the total insured population, as against 4-7 per cent, in Great Britain.
The distributive trades employed, in 1937, the second largest
number of insured workers in the Survey Area. Despite the growth
of the population of Oxford and its neighbourhood in recent years,
the size and development of this industry conform to the national
average. With 17-2 per cent, of the total insured population of the
Survey Area in their employment in 193 7, the distributive trades were
relatively only slightly more important here than in Great Britain,
and the increase of 56 per cent, in their insured employees (16-64)
between 1925 and 1937 was not much greater than the increase in
Great Britain (44 per cent.).
In spite of the large motor industry serving national and foreign
markets, Oxford is even now much less dependent on markets out-
side its own neighbourhood than is the case on the average of other
districts in England and Wales. In order to estimate the number of
people occupied in catering mainly for the needs of the local popula-
tion, the workers engaged in the following industries in Oxford in
1931 were added together: retail trade, dress industry, personal
service, local government service, entertainments, and the building
industry. The result showed that Oxford was in an entirely different
1 Sec Table in Appendix I, note 16.
^ * The figures for the two years 1931 and 1937 are not, of course, strictly comparable,
since the figures for 1931 refer to Oxford and the occupied population and those for
1937 to the Survey Area and the insured population. However, the comparison of
insurance figures for the whole period in the areas concerned conveys substantially the
same impression.